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If You Work — the government probably 
has your number. 


If You Pay — the government almost 

Income Tax certainly has your 
number. 

If You Contribute — your number's on the 

to the Canada or government's file. 


Quebec Pension Plan 


Which Number? — The Social Insurance 
Number, commonly 
known by its shortened 
name, the SIN number. 


The idea of the SIN number originated in 1964. It 
would be tempting to say it arrived ina flash of insight to 
some dedicated public servant; but in fact, like many good 
modern ideas, the SIN number was born with a Committee as 
its midwife. 


The immediate need which brought together a group of 
high level civil servants, was to find a replacement for the 
Unemployment Insurance numbering system which was fast 
running out of numbers. 

The long-range need was to come up with something 
that could be used to denote contributors to all national 
social insurance schemes. 


SOCIAL CANADA NUMERO 
INSURANCE D’ ASSURANCE 
NUMBER SOCIALE 
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Now you might think choosing a number system would 
be simple. But there were various things to consider. 

Should the number include the birth date for example? 
If it did, every person’s birth date would have to be checked 
before registration and this would mean a long delay before 
this could be accomplished. 

Also, many people do not want their employers to 
know their birth date because of age discrimination and 
therefore such information included in a number to be used 
for Unemployment Insurance records could cause problems. 

Should the number tell the sex of the recipient? 
Whether he or she was single or married? Where he or she 
was born? 

In the end it was decided to include only one bit of 
identification in the number; the region in which it was 
issued. 

This was done because initial registration was carried 
out through the Unemployment Insurance Commission 
which maintains contribution records in five regions across 
Canada. It was therefore necessary to identify the regional 
office where each contributor’s records were kept and this 
was done by allotting a specific range of numbers to each 
region. 

So if your number starts with 1 for instance, it was 
issued in the Atlantic provinces. If it starts with 2, it was 
issued in Quebec, 4 in Ontario, 6 in the Prairies, and 7 in the 
Pacific region. 


The number doesn’t necessarily tell where you lived 
when your SIN number was issued, or where you live now. 
This is because some companies keep their records at a 
central point. If you work for the Canadian Pacific Railway 
in Ontario for instance, you might have a Quebec number 
because C.P.R’s head office is in Montreal. 

Once the Committee had decided what the number 
should tell about the person holding it, the next step was to 
choose a system that would not run out of numbers. 


The old-style system simply started at one and went 
upwards in sequence. Under the new system, everyone has a 
nine-part number which is capable of spawning 99 million 
different combinations, so the chances of running out are 
slight. 

The first digit is coded, telling the region of origin, the 
last is a check digit, based on the other eight, and the middle 
ones are simply in numerical sequence. 

When a number like 438-004-798 for instance is fed 
into a computer or data processing equipment, the final digit 
tells whether the other eight digits are correct. 

Because Social Insurance Numbers are long, they are 
sometimes recorded incorrectly and the check digit helps to 
weed out these incorrect numbers more quickly. 


If you want to test your own number to see how the 
check digit works, try the following experiment. — 

Write down the first eight digits of your number — 
suppose for instance they are 430-837-01. Then multiply 
every second digit by 2- (2X 3=6;2 X 8=16;2X 7= 14; 
2 X 1 = 2) - and add each digit of the totals together. (6 plus 
1 plus 6 plus 1 plus 4 plus 2). The total comes to 20. 

Now go back to your original number and add the 
remaining alternate digits together. (4 plus O plus 3 plus O= 
7). Now add the two totals together (20 plus 7 = 27) and 
subtract the total you obtain from the nearest multiple of 10, 
which in this case is 30. That leaves you with 3, which 


becomes the final, and so-called check digit of this number. 
(430 837 013). The total you come up with in your experi- 
ment should match the final digit of your own number. 


Your Social Insurance Number belongs to you and you 
alone. You'll never find another like it in Canada — or if you 
do, you're in trouble and you should report your finding 
immediately to the Unemployment Insurance Commission. 

You may certainly find another number.exactly like 
yours except for the first and last digits. Identical number 
groupings were issued simultaneously in each of the five 
regions when registration began in 1964. Thus you may have 
430 837 013 in Ontario, 130 837 016 in the Maritimes and 
630 837 011 in the Prairies. 

Your number is never reassigned to anyone, even after 
you die. And you should never have more than one number. 

In fact, it is a criminal offence to knowingly apply for 
more than one Social Insurance Number. When the system 
first came into use of course, there were a number of cases of 
this sort. That was only to be expected until the kinks were 
ironed out. 

What often happened was that a person would send in 
an application for his SIN number, wouldn't get it right away, 
might think it hadn't reached its destination, and send ina 
second application. He might then find himself with two 
numbers. But this occurs rarely now because all applications 
can be checked against the Index or master file to see if the 
applicant already has a number. He would get two numbers 
now only if he gives different information than on his origi- 
nal application. 


If you do lose your Social Insurance Number card, all 
you have to do is send in a new application, available at any 
Post Office or U.I.C. office, making sure you clearly check 
off the square appearing at the top left-hand corner ‘Appli- 
cation for Replacement’ and item 9 which indicates you are 
applying for a replacement card rather than a new number. 


Back in 1964, SIN numbers were brought out on paper 
cards. Now they're embossed on attractive little plastic cards 
just about the same size as a credit card so they can be slip- 
ped easily into that section of your wallet or change purse. 

If you still have your paper card and would like to get 
a plastic one, just get yourself an Exchange Form (583L) 
from any U.I.C. office and fill it in as indicated. 


Every application for a number ever made is kept on 
file. There are 200-million in the United States, and over 
11 1/2—million applications on file in Canada. 

All transactions that go with the application are kept 
too—i.e. if you marry and change your name, the request for 
‘name change is noted in your file. 

If you lose your Social Insurance Number card, your 
file will show that it was replaced, although the actual repla- 
cement application is not kept. 

In neither case do you get anew number. Once it is 
assigned to you, your SIN number remains the same, no 
matter what changes occur In your life. 


These precious records are kept in a very ordinary— 
looking building on the edge of downtown Ottawa. The 
bottom part of the building is a wholesale electrical shop. 
The top section is Central Index, as it is called, the sole 
source for issuing SIN numbers in Canada. 

Every Social Insurance Number in the country is re- 
corded ina room no bigger than 15,000 square feet in size. 


Your number is recorded in a file and ledger system 
along with your application for a Social Insurance Number. 
The applications are kept because original documents are 
required for legal purposes. These files and ledgers take up 
much of the space in this room. 

Yet the same information, registered on microfilm, is 
contained on a six-foot long table in ranks no larger than 15 
inches high by 20 inches wide. They hold 158 magazines and 
each magazine contains 75,000 names. 

A second set of microfilmed numbers is kept in the 
Public Archives as a precaution against destruction of the ori- 
ginal set by fire or some other calamity. 

Microfilm saves a fantastic amount of space and makes 
searching for names and numbers much easier. 


Searching is a vital part of the day’s work at Central |n- 
dex. Every time an application for a SIN number comes in, 
the records must be checked to make sure the person has not 
already received one. 

Using microfilm, the process is relatively painless. A ma- 
gazine is simply slipped into a reader, and names flipped 
quickly through until the correct grouping is reached—the 
George Smiths for instance. 

All the George Smiths can be checked almost at a glance 
until the searcher has found the name and information that 
match the application, or has ascertained that this particular 
George Smith is not in the records. 

The date of birth, first and second name, sex and 
mother’s maiden name are included on each person's record 
so as to facilitate conclusive identification. 

lf George Smith’s name is not found, his application Is 
cleared for issuance of a new Social Insurance Number since 
the records have shown that he does not already have one. 

It will be only a matter of days before George Smith has 
his Social Insurance Number card in his hand. 


The oldest person ever issued with a SIN number was a 
man who was 106. The youngest—well, there have been quite 
a few babies issued with numbers. 

This usually occurs when stocks or shares of some kind 
are registered in a child’s name or if he is left an estate, 
because anyone who pays income tax must have a Social 
Insurance Number, no matter how young he is. A child actor 
should have a SIN number too because he is probably subject 
to income tax. 


The creation of the Social Insurance Number has proved 
a boon to organizations all over Canada. Not only is it being 
used by the groups for which it was intended, the Canada and 
Quebec Pension Plans, and Unemployment Insurance, it is 
also being used by the Department of National Revenue, 
taxation division, and by the Armed Forces instead of the 
regimental number. Some universities are using it for student 
records. All school boards have been authorized to use the 
number and many of them are encouraging voluntary regis- 
tration among students 14 years of age and older. The 
Ontario government has used it for Omsip records. Medicare 
will no doubt employ it. 


If you're worried about becoming just a number instead 
of a person, remember the SIN number is only an account 
number. It does not attempt to take the place of your name 
which represents a conglomeration of character and persona- 
lity traits that make you what you are. 

The SIN number is merely a way of making it easier to 
get at information which is recorded about you in any case. 
It makes possible a national filing system in an age when 


more and more schemes intended for us all are coming into 
existence. A fast efficient filing system for such schemes cuts 
down the cost of administering them. 

People’s names may be similar or exactly the same. But 
the SIN number is yours alone so that even if there are a 
hundred other people in Canada with the same name as you, 
your number should be unique. Individuality, even in such a 
paradoxical form as an abstract number, is not dead yet! 


If you do not now have a SIN number and would like to 
obtain one, get an ‘‘Application for Social Insurance 
Number,” available at any U.I.C. office or Post Office, or, 
in Quebec, at any Quebec Pension Plan office or Caisse Popu- 
laire. Fill it in and sign it, and send it to the nearest U.1.C. 
office. You will receive your number card in the mail within 
a few days. 


wA 
unemployment insurance commission 
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